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How to Get Your House Ready to Sell 
(while Sheltering in Place)

	O Interview REALTORS® to find your match
	O Ask prospective agents if they have a proven strategy to safely and successfully market 
your home during SIP

	O Review and sign a listing agreement with your REALTOR®

	O Pull property documents
	 - Receipts and documentation for major renovations
	 - Home repair and maintenance records
	 - Manuals and warranties
	 - Homeowner association docs (if applicable)

	O Make a list of all the updates you’ve made since you moved in noting the year
	O Collect packing boxes and tape
	O Make space in your garage or rent storage space or POD
	O Ask your agent for a cost-benefit analysis for repairs/upgrades
	O Write a seller letter to buyers about why you loved the house and neighborhood
	O Decide if you can move out while your home is being prepped and marketed (advisable).
	O Read our tips on how to pack up and move out without getting stressed. (It is possible!)

DECLUTTER: If you can’t fully move out, pack…
	O Go here for more tips on how to shrink your stockpile of stuff
	O Personal photographs
	O Knick knacks
	O Toys and kids art
	O Most books on your shelves
	O All personal items from bedside tables
	O Move out up to half your furniture so buyers can envision the true size of your place
	O Set aside boxes to donate - need a hauler for things you don’t want? Ask us for a referral.

PAPERWORK + PREP1

https://abioproperties.com/2017/03/02/6-tips-for-managing-moving-day-stress/
https://abioproperties.com/2019/01/29/konmari-the-heck-out-of-your-move-and-sell-your-east-bay-home/
mailto:hello%40abioproperties.com?subject=ask%20us%20for%20a%20referral%20-%20hauler


CLEAN + REPAIR + REPLACE2

	O De-stink your home. Learn how and get more cleaning tips here.
	O Wash windows, sills, remove screens
	O Wipe walls and baseboards, if not repainting
	O Wipe light switches and switch plate covers
	O Wipe doorknobs and the area around them
	O Wipe towel racks and toilet paper holders
	O Dust light fixtures, shades, bulbs (yes, bulbs!), wash glass globes
	O De-cobweb corners, ceilings, around doorways, windows, overhangs
	O Detail the laundry room
	O Kitchen appliances should sparkle!
	O Clean light fixtures and door hardware
	O Clean carpets
	O Power-wash siding (be careful not to remove paint), porch, walkways
	O Restore scuffed woodwork with product like Restore-A-Finish, if not refinishing
	O Trim overgrown front and back yards
	O You shouldn’t have too much repair work to do if you’ve been following  
a regular maintenance schedule like this

	O Repair or replace rotted wooden decking and posts
	O Touch up or re-paint front door
	O Install cool/bold/chic/modern house numbers 
	O Replace flickering or burned out bulbs with all the same bulbs
	O Ask your agent about adding landscaping details

https://abioproperties.com/missed-spot-home-spring-clean-enough-sell
https://abioproperties.com/home-maintenance-checklist-a-job-for-every-season


STAGING + SHOOTING3

	O Zoom with a designer to get staging tips and get DIY staging tips and examples here
	O Discuss updating light fixtures with your agents
	O Add lighting fixtures to brighten dark rooms
	O Paint – Neutral colors, white or light gray (ask your agent for their recommendation)
	O Artfully arrange a few books and decorative items on shelves
	O Group decorative items in 1’s, 3’s or 5’s maximum
	O Living room: Choose rugs, artwork, pillows in complimentary colors 
	O Arrange living room furniture in conversational groups away from walls
	O Kitchen: Place a vase of flowers or pretty bowl of lemons on a counter
	O Hang a few sophisticated art pieces, such as black and white prints
	O Stage a gender-neutral master bedroom
	O Give each room a purpose: Bedroom, nursery, office, rumpus room, etc.
	O Place pots of colorful plants by the entryway
	O Stage front porches and bedroom balconies as usable spaces
	O Stage the outdoors for a leisurely lifestyle: hammock, outdoor sofa, fire pit,  
cute café table for a small patio, croquet set for a grassy lawn 

PHOTOGRAPHY + VIDEO (IF YOU’RE LIVING THERE)
	O Be sure to open all window curtains or shades and turn on all lights
	O Take pictures from all angles and get as far back as you can,  
horizontal works best whenever possible

	O Take close ups of unique features
	O Create a walk-through video showing all corners of each room.  
Hold the camera steady and move slowly, horizontal works best.

	O Align your verticals 
	O Shoot from chest high
	O If not living there - have your agent hire a photographer

mailto:meghan%40set-staging.com?subject=Zoom%20with%20a%20Designer%20
https://abioproperties.com/2017/06/13/14-cant-miss-staging-tips/


MARKETING + OFFERS : WE’VE GOT THIS!4

VACANT OR OCCUPIED? EITHER WAY, ABIO HAS SAFETY PROTOCOLS AND  
STRATEGIES TO MARKET YOUR PROPERTY SAFELY AND PROFITABLY FOR YOU:

	O Custom website with property details, location, beautiful photos,  
and neighborhood highlights

	O Top 10 Things To Do in the Neighborhood virtual flyer
	O Virtual open houses with Q+A sessions

FOR OCCUPIED PROPERTIES:
	O Lawn “For Sale” sign will include a “Virtual Showings Only” rider 

FOR VACANT PROPERTIES (ADVISABLE), WE CAN ALSO DISCUSS: 
	O Virtual staging
	O 3D walk-throughs and floorplans for vacant properties
	O Video tours

REVIEWING OFFERS
	O Your offers will be reviewed by you and your agent virtually
	O All buyers are required to 

	 - Submit a current pre-approval letter
	 - Proof of funds will be required
	 - Sign off on all disclosures and reports if provided



PRINTER FRIENDLY CHECKLIST

PAPERWORK + PREP
	O Interview REALTORS® to find your match
	O Ask prospective agents if they have a proven strategy to safely and successfully market your home during SIP
	O Review and sign a listing agreement with your REALTOR®

	O Pull property documents
	 - Receipts and documentation for major renovations
	 - Home repair and maintenance records
	 - Manuals and warranties
	 - Homeowner association docs (if applicable)

	O Make a list of all the updates you’ve made since you moved in noting the year
	O Collect packing boxes and tape
	O Make space in your garage or rent storage space or POD
	O Ask your agent for a cost-benefit analysis for repairs/upgrades
	O Write a seller letter to buyers about why you loved the house and neighborhood
	O Decide if you can move out while your home is being prepped and marketed (advisable).
	O Read our tips on how to pack up and move out without getting stressed. (It is possible!)

DECLUTTER: If you can’t fully move out, pack…
	O Shrink your stockpile of stuff
	O Personal photographs
	O Knick knacks
	O Toys and kids art
	O Most books on your shelves
	O All personal items from bedside tables
	O Move out up to half your furniture so buyers can envision the true size of your place
	O Set aside the boxes you are dumping and donating

CLEAN + REPAIR + REPLACE
	O De-stink your home. 
	O Wash windows, sills, remove screens
	O Wipe walls and baseboards, if not repainting
	O Wipe light switches and switch plate covers
	O Wipe doorknobs and the area around them
	O Wipe towel racks and toilet paper holders
	O Dust light fixtures, shades, bulbs (yes, bulbs!), wash glass globes
	O De-cobweb corners, ceilings, around doorways, windows, overhangs
	O Detail the laundry room
	O Kitchen appliances should sparkle!
	O Clean light fixtures and door hardware
	O Clean carpets
	O Power-wash siding (be careful not to remove paint), porch, walkways
	O Restore scuffed woodwork with product like Restore-A-Finish, if not refinishing
	O Trim overgrown front and back yards
	O You shouldn’t have too much repair work to do if you’ve been following a regular maintenance schedule
	O Repair or replace rotted wooden decking and posts
	O Touch up or re-paint front door
	O Install cool/bold/chic/modern house numbers 
	O Replace flickering or burned out bulbs with all the same bulbs
	O Ask your agent about adding landscaping details 

https://abioproperties.com/2017/03/02/6-tips-for-managing-moving-day-stress/
https://abioproperties.com/home-maintenance-checklist-a-job-for-every-season


PRINTER FRIENDLY CHECKLIST cont.

STAGING + SHOOTING
	O Zoom with a designer to get staging tips
	O Discuss updating light fixtures with your agents
	O Add lighting fixtures to brighten dark rooms
	O Paint – Neutral colors, white or light gray (ask your agent for their recommendation)
	O Artfully arrange a few books and decorative items on shelves
	O Group decorative items in 1’s, 3’s or 5’s maximum
	O Living room: Choose rugs, artwork, pillows in complimentary colors 
	O Arrange living room furniture in conversational groups away from walls
	O Kitchen: Place a vase of flowers or pretty bowl of lemons on a counter
	O Hang a few sophisticated art pieces, such as black and white prints
	O Stage a gender-neutral master bedroom
	O Give each room a purpose: Bedroom, nursery, office, rumpus room, etc.
	O Place pots of colorful plants by the entryway
	O Stage front porches and bedroom balconies as usable spaces
	O Stage the outdoors for a leisurely lifestyle: hammock, outdoor sofa, fire pit,  
cute café table for a small patio, croquet set for a grassy lawn 

PHOTOGRAPHY + VIDEO (IF YOU’RE LIVING THERE)
	O Be sure to open all window curtains or shades and turn on all lights
	O Take pictures from all angles and get as far back as you can, horizontal works best whenever possible
	O Take close ups of unique features
	O Create a walk-through video showing all corners of each room. Hold the camera steady and move slowly, 
horizontal works best.

	O Align your verticals 
	O Shoot from chest high
	O If not living there - have your agent hire a photographer

MARKETING + OFFERS
VACANT OR OCCUPIED? EITHER WAY, ABIO HAS SAFETY PROTOCOLS AND STRATEGIES TO MARKET 
YOUR PROPERTY SAFELY AND PROFITABLY FOR YOU

	O Custom website with property details, location, beautiful photos, and neighborhood highlights
	O Top 10 Things To Do in the Neighborhood virtual flyer
	O Virtual open houses with Q+A sessions

FOR OCCUPIED PROPERTIES:
	O Lawn “For Sale” sign will include a “Virtual Showings Only” rider 

FOR VACANT PROPERTIES (ADVISABLE), WE CAN ALSO DISCUSS: 
	O Virtual staging
	O 3D walk-throughs and floorplans for vacant properties
	O Video tours

REVIEWING OFFERS
	O Your offers will be reviewed by you and your agent virtually
	O All buyers are required to 

	 - Submit a current pre-approval letter
	 - Proof of funds will be required
	 - Sign off on all disclosures and reports if provided

mailto:meghan%40set-staging.com?subject=Zoom%20with%20a%20Designer%20

